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The word “collage” comes from the French word coller, meaning to glue. Collage is a 
form of artwork created by combining (often with glue) different materials or images 
into a new work of art. Look closely at the art on the walls. What unexpected materi-
als have some of the artists used? How many different ones can you find? 

When you look at the collages, consider the decisions the artists have made about 
color, texture, shape and subject matter. Can you guess why they have chosen to use 
certain shapes, colors or textures in their work? 

Inge Infante gets ideas for her work “from peeling posters, decaying structures and 
the stuff under [her] feet that should be in the trash.” Look at her collages. Can you 
see any of these elements in her artwork? What else do you think you see?

Pick one piece of artwork and pretend you are describing it to someone who can’t 
see it. What would you say?

Below is a list of adjectives. Pick a different collage and decide which of these adjec-
tives you might use to describe it.

realistic funny geometric tactile chaotic

mysterious dark fluttery irregular textured

serious busy squiggly quiet messy

strange plain colorful organic bold

subdued scary layered bright sad

confusing tidy interesting orderly simple

Can you think of any other words that you might associate  
with the artwork?

Who Has Inspired You?

Inge Infante always loved art. She drew in sketchbooks as a child 

and received many prizes in high school for her art, but when she 

went to college she got a degree in mathematics. She didn’t decide 

to become a full-time artist until years later when she took a class 

in collage with one of the most inspiring teachers she ever had. 

Now she’s a teacher and inspires others to create art. Have you ever 

had a teacher or coach that inspired you? If you were a teacher, 

what subject would you like to teach?

Look at Art
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Make a

A Collage of a 
Different Shape!

Cut a piece of cardboard into 

a shape such as a shoe, an 

umbrella or even your house. 

The shape can choose the 

theme for your collage. Your 

shoe shape could tell tales 

of the walks you’ve taken, 

an umbrella collage could 

describe a special rainy day.

Collage lets you take all sorts of pictures and objects and rearrange 
them into an artwork of your own. Inge Infante combines 
memories, dreams and emotions in her work. Do you have an 
important memory that you’d like to capture in a collage? 

1- Pick a theme. This can be almost anything: a favorite trip, an 
activity, a dream, your pet. You choose! 

2- Gather materials. You’ll need a piece of heavy paper or board 
for your base, one that won’t buckle when you put glue on 
it. You’ll also need a variety of colored and textured papers, 
magazines, found objects, scissors and glue. You can use photos, 
too. Just make sure it’s okay with your parents to cut them up.

3- Get to work! Start with the background. Take your largest 
shapes and move them around until you have them placed 
where you want. Consider how the shapes relate to one another. 
You might want to overlap some. When you have them where 
you want them, start gluing.

4- Add the details last. You can even add some paint or your 
own drawings on top of everything else. Experiment by peeling 
something away to reveal a layer below.

5- Hang your masterpiece on your wall!

What Color Is 
Happiness?
Inge Infante’s colors use is inspired 

by nature: fi elds full of wheat, 

poppies, mustard. Make a collage  

about an emotion or feeling you 

have. Select a limited number 

of colors to use in your collage. 

Choose colors that refl ect the 

emotion you wish to express. 

What colors would you pick for 

sadness? Surprise? Anger?

Artwork by Arseny Kaluzhinsky, grade 10 Student artwork by Martina Loh, grade 10



Puzzle

The 13 vocabulary words in the column 

below also appear in the word puzzle 

to your right. The words may be written 

backwards, forwards, horizontally, verti-

cally or diagonally. Can you find all 13? 

Bonus words: CSMA (the abbreviation for 

Community School of Music and Arts) and 

Finn Center (the name of our building).

Vocabulary
Draw a line from the word  on the left 

to its correct  definition on the right.

The expression of emotions or ideas into a visible creation

Artwork created by combining  different materials or images into a new work of art

A building used for displaying artwork, usually smaller than a museum and with 
more frequent new exhibitions

The surface quality of an object

Spontaneously carried out without planning (and name of CSMA’s current art show)

The last name of the artist currently on display at CSMA

A unifying idea

CSMA’s art gallery, named after Larry and Nancy Mohr

One of two or more separate surfaces which rests either underneath or on top of 
other surfaces

The classification that describes the material used in an artwork, such as paint, 
charcoal or ceramics

An image that repeats itself at least once to form a larger design

Material formed from pigment and liquid, used to decorate a surface in various colors

The first name of the artist currently on display at CSMA

THEME

GALLERY

IMPROMPTU

PAINT

MEDIUM

ART

TEXTURE

INFANTE

MOHR

COLLAGE

INGE

LAYERS

PATTERN

Inge Infante grew up in the Black Forest in 

Germany. She has also lived in Rome, Italy 

and the state of Oregon. Can you find 

these places on a map?

Puzzle solutions can be found at: www.arts4all.org/gallery/
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